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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LIBREV 01637 151723Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO 10-13 HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 
SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 ACDA-12 /106W 

078775 151727Z/53 

P 151530Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1200 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MASERU PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 1637 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAID, EFIN, PINS, MOPS, CG, LT 

SUBJECT: ZAIRE: DISCUSSIONS WITH MFA OFFICIAL 

REF: MASERU 1281 (NOTAL) 

1 . WE INTRIGUED WITH REPORT REFTEL THAT A) BONGO DOES NOT INTEND 
TO ATTEND KHARTOUM MEETING AND B) HE HAS TRIED TO ADVANCE DATE 
BY TWO WEEKS. WHILE ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE, WE HAVE NEITHER 

SEEN NOR HEARD ANY INDICATION OF EITHER POSSIBILITY. INDEED 
AS RECENTLY AS JUNE 8, AMBASSADOR ASKED BONGO DIRECTLY WHEN HE 
WAS LEAVING FOR KHARTOUM AND PRESIDENT REPLIED THAT HE THOUGH 
IT WOULD BE DURING FIRST HALF OF JULY. 

2. RE POSSIBLE CHANGE OF DATES, ONLY THING WE CAN SUGGEST 
IS BONGO'S PUBLIC OFFER TO HOST PRELIMINARY CONFERENCE ON 
WESTERN SAHARA "EVEN TEN DAYS BEFORE SUMMIT" (LIBREVILLE 1597 
NOTAL). 

3. IN SHORT, WHILE IT POSSIBLE THAT BONGO MAY HAVE CHANGED 
HIS MIND ABOUT GOING TO KHARTOUM FOR FEAR THAT HE MAY BE 
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SUBJECTED TO CRITICISM BY SOME AFRICAN FOR ESPOUSING 
FRANCOPHONE AFRICAN FORCE AND PROVIDING GABONESE TROOPS 
FOR SHABA, BONGO DOES NOT USUALLY AVOID THOSE KIND OF SCRAPS. 
MOREOVER. SINCE IT WILL BE HIS SWAN SONG IN OAU LIMELIGHT 
WHICH WE UNDERSTAND WILL INCLUDE SPEECH RECAPPING OAU (AND 
HIS) ACHIEVEMENTS OVER PAST YEAT, WE WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT 
TO CONCEIVE THAT HE WOULD PASS UP OPPORTUNITY. 
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4. SINCE WE HAVE SEEN NO OTHER COMPARABLE REPORTS RE BONGO'S 
INTENTIONS, WE WOULD BE INTERESTED TO KNOW WHAT IF ANYTHING 
DEPT OR ADDIS MAY HAVE PICKED UP ON THIS SUBJECT. TIENKEN 
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